608

609

610

611

Planning Committee

MINUTES of the Meeting held in the Council Chamber, Swale House, East Street,
Sittingbourne, ME10 3HT on Thursday, 15 January 2026 from 7.00 pm - 7.41 pm.

PRESENT: Councillors Monique Bonney, Andy Booth (Chair), Hayden Brawn,

Lloyd Chapman, Simon Clark (Vice-Chair), Kieran Golding, James Hunt, Elliott Jayes,
Peter MacDonald, Peter Marchington, Claire Martin, Ben J Martin, Julien Speed,

Paul Stephen, Terry Thompson, Karen Watson (Substitute for Councillor Ann Cavanagh)
and Tony Winckless.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Christian DeGrussa, lan Harrison, Joanne Johnson, Ben Oates
and Philippa Richardson.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Tom Nundy.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE (VIRTUALLY): Councillors Carole Jackson and Dolley Wooster.
APOLOGY: Councillor Ann Cavanagh.
Emergency Evacuation Procedure
The Chairman outlined the emergency evacuation procedure.
Minutes
The Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 25 November 2025 (Minute Nos. 488 -
497) and the Meeting held on 4 December 2025 (Minute Nos. 536 - 544) were taken as
read, approved and signed by the Chairman as correct records.
Declarations of Interest
Councillor Elliott Jayes declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest in respect of item
2.2 25/502450/FULL The Leas, Minster-on-Sea as he was the Chair of Minster Parish
Council. Councillor Jayes left the meeting during consideration of this item.
Visiting Ward Member Councillor Tom Nundy declared a disclosable non-pecuniary
interest in respect of item 2.2 25/502450/FULL The Leas, Minster-on-Sea as he sat on
Minster Parish Council. The Chairman asked Councillor Nundy if he was present at the
Parish Council meeting where the decision on the application was made. Councillor
Nundy said that he was and at that point decided not to speak on this item.
Councillor Peter MacDonald declared that he also sat on Minster Parish Council, but had

not been at the meeting when the decision on the application was made.

Deferred Item 1 - 25/500115/FULL - The Abbey School, Faversham ME13 8RZ

DEF ITEM 1 REFERENCE NO 25/500115/FULL

PROPOSAL Construction of a synthetic turf pitch including spectator area,
goal storage, storage container for maintenance equipment, and associated
fencing, installation of LED floodlighting, and extension of the existing car
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park to create 89no. new spaces.

SITE LOCATION The Abbey School, London Road, Faversham, Kent
ME13 8RZ

WARD Watling

PARISH/TOWN COUNCIL Faversham Town Council

APPLICANT Mr Kyle Taylor AGENT Labosport Ltd

The Planning Consultant introduced the application as set out in the report. He gave an
update to advise that one further objection had been received since the report had been
published raising concerns regarding the environmental impact of 3G pitches, and he
explained that this had been addressed in the previous report. He reminded the
Committee that the item had been deferred at the meeting held on 4 December 2025 to
get more details on the proposed acoustic fence.

The Chairman clarified with Members that they had all received and read emails sent to
them from one of the speakers.

Town Councillor Josh Rowlands, representing Faversham Town Council, spoke in
support of the application.

Nicola Broad-Barlett, an objector, spoke against the application.
Kyle Taylor, the Applicant, spoke in support of the application.

The Chairman moved the officer recommendation to grant planning permission as per
the recommendation in the report, and this was seconded by Councillor Tony Winckless.

The Chairman invited Members to make comments, and these included:

e Following the deferment, considered there was evidence in the updated report
that showed this application should be approved;

¢ the amendments had addressed previous concerns;

e acknowledged the videos that had been sent to the Committee, but Members
needed to be advised by what was set out in the officer’s report;

e in terms of noise, it was important to also consider any background noise, for
example from London Road;

e this was a great improvement to what was originally proposed;

e the quality of the proposed acoustic fencing was three times above the
requirement needed and it should reduce the noise considerably;

e clarification sought on how any monitoring would take place and whether there
was a maximum level;

e saw no reason to object to the application;

e it was important that venues like these were there for all to enjoy, and an
important part of the Olympic legacy; and

¢ happy with the update and the amendments.

In response, the Planning Consultant said the required figures were included within the
Noise Impact Assessment and these were in line with national guidance and the World
Health Organisation guidelines. He confirmed that the Environmental Health advisor
had reviewed the details, and noise levels at the location were below impact thresholds,
and therefore within an acceptable level. The Planning Consultant referred to the new
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condition 25 which stated: ‘....a final acoustic assessment and verification report
completed by a suitably qualified and competent person shall be submitted to and
approved by the Local Planning Authority.’

Resolved: That application 25/500115/FULL be granted as per the
recommendation in the report.

2.1 - 24/503414/FULL - Abbey Works, Abbeyfields, Faversham, Kent, ME13 8HX

2.1 REFERENCE NO 24/503414/FULL

PROPOSAL Erection of a portacabin (retrospective)

SITE LOCATION Abbey Works, Abbeyfields, Faversham, Kent, ME13 8HX
WARD Abbey

PARISH/TOWN COUNCIL Faversham Town Council

APPLICANT Cardox International Limited AGENT

The Senior Planning Officer advised that there were no updates to the report.

The Chairman moved the officer recommendation to grant planning permission as per
the recommendation in the report, and this was seconded by Councillor Hayden Brawn.

A Member spoke against the retrospective aspect of the application. Councillor Simon
Clark proposed the following motion: That a condition be added to ensure the
portacabin was used in perpetuity for its stated use and not for residential use. This was
seconded by the Chairman, and on being put to the vote was agreed.

Resolved: That application 24/503414/FULL be granted as per the
recommendation in the report, subject to a new condition as below:

4) The development hereby approved shall only be used for purposes that are ancillary

or incidental to the overall use of the site and shall not be used as any form of residential
unit.

Reason: To ensure that the building is used for the stated purpose and not a use that
might not be acceptable given the constraints of the site.

2.2 - 25/502450/FULL - The Leas, Minster-on-Sea, Kent, ME12 2NL

2.2 REFERENCE NO 25/502450/FULL

PROPOSAL Erection of a metal beacon on a square timber pole
SITE LOCATION The Leas, Minster-on-sea, Kent, ME12 2NL
WARD Minster Cliffs

PARISH/TOWN COUNCIL Minster-on-Sea

APPLICANT Minster1on-Sea Parish Council AGENT n/a

The Planning Manager advised that there were no updates to the report.

The Chairman moved the officer recommendation to grant planning permission as per
the recommendation in the report, and this was seconded by Councillor Clark.

The Chairman invited Members to make comments, and these included:
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e Against the retrospective aspect of the application;

e suggested conditions be added to include that Minster Parish Council was
responsible for both routine maintenance and insurance of the structure; and

e understood Parish/Town Councils normally managed the maintenance and
insurance of this type of structure.

In response, the Planning Manager said that maintenance and insurance matters were
not within the remit of the Planning Committee.

The Chairman moved the following motion: That an informative be added to the
application in terms of management and insurance. This was seconded by Councillor
Hayden Brawn, and on being put to the vote was agreed.

Resolved: That application 25/502450/FULL be granted as per the
recommendation in the report, with the inclusion of an informative on the decision
notice as below:

“It is advised that the structure is likely to require maintenance and be insured. Itis
requested that the structure is suitably insured and kept in an appropriately maintained
condition at all times.”

Part 5 applications

PART 5

Decisions by County Council and Secretary of State, reported for information

Item 5.1 — Cripps Farm, Plough Road, Eastchurch, ME12 4JH

PINS Decision: APPEAL DISMISSED
Committee or Officer Decision : ENFORCEMENT NOTICE

A Member highlighted the long length of time between enforcement action and the
appeal.

Item 5.2 — 10 Hustlings Drive, Eastchurch, Kent ME12 4JX

PINS Decision: APPEAL DISMISSED
Committee or Officer Decision : DELEGATED REFUSAL

A Member considered this to be a great decision.
Item 5.3 — Broadoak Farm, Broadoak Road, Milstead, Sittingbourne, ME9 ORS

PINS Decision: APPEAL DISMISSED
Committee or Officer Decision : ENFORCEMENT NOTICE

A Member considered this to be a great decision.

Item 5.4 — Stonebridge Lodge, West Street, Faversham, Kent ME13 7RU
PINS Decision: APPEAL A & B DISMISSED
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Committee or Officer Decision : DELEGATED REFUSAL
A Member considered this to be a great decision.

Item 5.5 — Land Adjacent Matts Hill Farm Industrial Estate, Matts Hill Lane, Hartlip,
ME9 7UY

PINS Decision: APPEAL DISMISSED
Committee or Officer Decision : DELEGATED REFUSAL

A Member considered this to be a great decision.
Item 5.6 — Land rear of 67 High Street, Milton Regis, Sittingbourne ME10 2AR

PINS Decision: APPEAL DISMISSED
Committee or Officer Decision : DELEGATED REFUSAL

A Member was pleased with the outcome.

Item 5.7 — Land at Sandbanks Lane and Seasalter Road, Graveney, Kent ME13
9DU

PINS Decision: APPEAL ALLOWED
Committee or Officer Decision : DELEGATED REFUSAL

A Member said this was a disappointing outcome.
Item 5.8 — Callum Park, Besser Hill, Lower Halstow ME9 7TY

PINS Decision: APPEAL DISMISSED
Committee or Officer Decision : DELEGATED REFUSAL

A Member welcomed the outcome.

Item 5.9 — Land west of Head Hill Road, Graveney, Kent ME13 9DE
PINS Decision: APPEAL DISMISSED

Committee or Officer Decision : DELEGATED REFUSAL

A Member welcomed the outcome.

Members applauded officers for their work.

Chairman

Copies of this document are available on the Council website
http://www.swale.gov.uk/dso/. If you would like hard copies or alternative versions (i.e.
large print, audio, different language) we will do our best to accommodate your request
please contact Swale Borough Council at Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne, Kent,
ME10 3HT or telephone the Customer Service Centre 01795 417850.

All minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting of the Committee/Panel
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